
The special issue of OTJR addresses three questions,  

“What is the preventative and protective function of everyday activities in population 

health?”     

 

"How does the integration of the principles of occupational therapy and public health 

improve population health and promote health equity?" *  

 

“How does the occupational therapy lens on disability and public health contribute to 

advances in the Healthy People 2020 ‘Disability and Health’ goal, action steps, and 

emerging issues?”  

 

Original research reports that use public health research approaches (e.g., 

surveillance, evaluation, community integration) and address public health priorities 

(e.g., Healthy People 2020) as related to occupation, participation, and health, are 

encouraged.  Papers that are co-authored by occupational therapy and public health 

professionals, or demonstrate the integration of occupational therapy and public 

health in practice and professional education, are also of interest. All manuscripts will 

be uploaded in OTJR using the standard processes and undergo the established 

peer-review process by OTJR.  

 

For questions concerning the content of papers for the special issue, please contact 

the guest editors: 

Dr. Nancy Baker (nab36@pitt.edu) or Dr. Julie Bass (jdbass@stkate.edu)  

For questions concerning the submission and review process to OTJR: Occupation, 

Participation, and Health, please contact the journal Editor: 

Dr. Sherrilene Classen (sclassen@uwo.ca)  
 

* This question is similar to the focus of a special issue on primary care and public health in the 2012 American 

Journal of Preventive Medicine (AJPM) and the American Journal of Public Health (AJPH).  

** This question is based on the priorities outlined in Healthy People 2020, Disability and Health. 

https://www.healthypeople.gov/2020/topics-objectives/topic/disability-and-health  

OTJR: Occupation, Participation, and Health announces a special 

issue on Occupational Therapy and Public Health 

otj.sagepub.com  
 

There is a growing emphasis on population and public health in healthcare practice, 

education, policy, and research.  Many health professions have launched initiatives 

to improve population health outcomes by integrating clinical practice and public 

health approaches.  Occupational therapy is uniquely positioned to address 

population health needs and develop public health interventions in specific priority 

areas. However, occupational therapy research on population health is needed to 

advance the profession’s contributions to public health.   

 

Population health refers to “the health outcomes of a group of individuals, including 

the distribution of such outcomes within the group”, along with health determinants, 

policies, and interventions that influence health (Kindig & Stoddard, 2003, p. 380).  

 

Public health is “the science of protecting and improving the health of families and 

communities through promotion of healthy lifestyles, research for disease and injury 

prevention and detection and control of infectious diseases” (CDC Foundation, n.d.).  
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